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THE AZALEA TRAIL
GUIDE TO CIA
E. HOWARD HUNT

At the oufsst it scams Proper to ac-
knowledge what author David Thillips
states in his book, The Night Watch:
that we were colleagues in the Cen-

trul Intellizznce Agency, aud worked
together during the Guatemalan  and

Cubun political-action projects. More-

over, in my book on the Bay of Pigs,
Give Us This Day, Phillips appears as
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Phillips’ pre-CIA expericnce as an |
actor gave him a particular advaatage |
over those of us who had never trod
the boards, for Dave wus the best stand-
up briefer, the most persuasive and ar-
ticulate of all the scores of briefing of-
ficers 1 necessarily heard during my own

‘decades with CIA. His deep-rooted finir

for the dramatic is evident on neatly

every page of The Night Watch, and ;

this makes for casy reading. There 13 a
nearly  breathless quality in Phillips’

style that quickly asserts itself and com-
mands the reader's terest. Even 1, who
played a role in some of the incidents
described, found mysell caried along,
half-wondering what would be the de-
nouement of events that for years have
been history.
Had Phillips produced the kind of
book for which 1 had hoped, and of
which 1 believe him fully capable, I
think that he would have had difiicuily
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“The book uscfully delineates the fun- )
dumental difference between intelligencs
collection and coverl activn. These na-
tional sccurity functions used to be
scgregated under different Directorates
in CIA, just as today there are soparate |
Directorates for analysis and opera-
Until 1954 cach CIA Station was
half of the Station collected

tions.
bicameral:

e e <

Fnight! .a capable, inspired oflice : . Y i
X :~ p _ capabie, INSPITEC officer finding a publisher. In fact, his light- i
v iz e fTESS ; '
w ::; . Pi .“l‘e ior hl; xslsoulru‘[uhluss hearted approach to a serious and oc- 1
and dedication. Ac aly : : :
e ]‘)’C‘ (I))IL‘.“_CCO{“"E% }n'ot only casionally deadly business, his moral ‘r
ow e Hips, but knew him pro- | judgments and  slightly left-of-center A
fessionzally for over a decade, and have ! hilosophy, were apparently appr o i
frathand familiarity Wi _ | philosophy, were apparently appropri- i
rst- amiliarity with some of the : ate for a publishing climate in RIS i
epechal events his book describes. | ate tor & pu l:;mn.c, chmate 1o wwes T : : : t-
¥ . ClA is generally viewed as an amoral intelligence .yie Party penetrations, In- !
Yor thosz reasons I find it hard to . , : *3 Ry |
_ i e e i villain, @ threat to our democracy. Tn formants, and tcdhmical ameaps, while
piderstand Phillips’ fubricating several | : hilli : i e ol e :
o dos 5n which T alleged! *] : ! short, I infcr that Phillips teimined his the other half utilized and exploiied |
enisodss ‘hich allepedly aved . .ye B - T y . . i
Nt‘l‘ Bui nsid ; CW 50 )l p lik: ! sails to the prevailing wind. But this is the covertly acquired information. In E
. 01 asde &rs ¢ abio . . . : :
oe. B e rom"} ersonal prritabion not necessarily bad. One wants broad Congress, at Ieast, there is a detectable .
cer manufzctured dialogue, 1 was dis- . Ty . - . - O PH T
inted in his b k- What 1 had readership for a book that advocates a disposition to scparate once miore the *
appointed in his book. Wha : . : i . cott T
hiii i fbo \* Dsc o | l)tl(] Central Intelligence Agency and is less collection and exploitation {unctions,
ored for was a serious and ane : . coet . . :
aoiriate of t;xt oy _;' dfm"cctoll\’ critical of Agency missions than, say, a and ¥ believe this would be wuseful, -
analvsis 2 ession of intclli- o . e ) T
cence. Tostead :Hpt L comes :}. ¢ fad Szulc or a Sy Hersh. though not if it means erecting yet an-
cence. Inster < book comes as ¢ - > T : H . - !
hone tc:\ “L:i"” tooo : cor le't'o “; [he anthor’s descriptions of duy-to- other intellizence agency. The Director
hatt ur-guide yersonalitics @ el ol A e - > :
A P.'il:ib .y 'nélx g” ‘.“ ‘*‘; and . day Agency life in Washington and of CIA is, after ali, the coordinator of
ey 1)1lips was my el W uring ¢ X . - . .
reris T ps was ny vith during abroad are accurate, as are his accounts the intelligence community, and can bz
his quarter-century with CIA. f CIA's Guatems . . . . -
/ . o A's Guatemalan and Cuban opera- depended  upon to organize his own )
tions, Particularly worthwhile is Phil- Agcency functionally according to the :
. lips' anulysis of 1.BJ%s intervention in demands placed wpon it by the Na- "
. the Dominican Republic, possibly the 1 tional Security Council. :
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RIRASGS 05401113 GA-RDREB+1 350R000200150003-5 -
tional aflairs. b G . c ‘
‘}/-



